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The BGE Curriculum

• S1 to S3 is known as the Broad 
General Education (BGE)

• S3 is a year of transition as 
pupils prepare to move into 
the Senior Phase

• The Senior Phase runs from S4 
to S6.



The S4 Senior Phase Curriculum

• Pupils will study 7 main subjects in S4

• Everyone will continue to study English and Maths (or Applications of Maths)

• Pupils will choose 5 other subjects from those studied in S3 to complete their 
options

• All pupils will continue to have periods of RE, PE and PSE as part of their 
curriculum.



Transitioning into the Senior Phase

S3

• Pupils will study a minimum of 8 subjects across the 
BGE curricular areas in S3.

S4

• Pupils will study a minimum of 7 subjects in S4 (chosen 
from their S3 courses).

S5
• Pupils will study a minimum of 5 subjects in S5.



Transitioning into the Senior Phase



Levels of Study
Advanced 

Higher (Level 7)

Higher (Level 6)

National 5 (Level 5)

National 4 (Level 4)

National 3 (Level 3)

S6

S5

S4









Vocational Courses

• These are delivered through local college 
partnerships and are called the GRADU8 
programme

• One day out of school per week studying for a 
qualification in:

Beauty Skills, Construction, Early Education & 
Childcare, Engineering Skills, Hair & 
Barbering, Health & Social Care, Hospitality, 
Make-up Artistry, Uniformed & Emergency 
Services (4), Sport & Recreation, Work 
Experience and Winter leavers.

• Pupils can get more information by speaking to 
their Pupil Support teacher 



Is college an option for me?

• We recommend that only pupils wishing to 
leave at the end of S4, are a Winter Leaver 
(2024) or are interested in continuing this 
line of study through a Foundation 
Apprenticeship opt for college in S4.

• GradU8 college courses are an option for 
S4-6, so pupils can opt for this at a later 
date.

• Foundation Apprenticeship Options:



Foundation Apprenticeship

• Two options:

- 1 Year Option (S6 only)

- 2 Year Option 

• Pupils must be in S5 or S6.

• Further information will follow at the 
end of S4.



How to decide? Read Read the S4 Course Choice Booklet

Speak Speak to your class teacher or Faculty 
Head for the subject

Discuss Discuss with your parents/family

Speak
Speak with your Pupil Support 
teacher (you will be invited to have 
an options meeting)

Reflect
Reflect on your progress so far (your 
S3 report has just been issued)

Research Research your future career path



Extra Support for 
Parents & Carers

• As well a meeting with their Pupil Support Teacher, pupils can also 
request a meeting with the schools Career Advisor – Colin 
Thomson (office is located next to PE)

• Skills Development Scotland are also hosting a free webinar for 
S2/3 parents on WEDNESDAY 7th DECEMBER 6.30 pm – 7.15 pm 
(QR code 1)

• A playlist of recorded webinars is also available on YouTube and 
from My World of Work (QR code 2)

• The link has been shared on the school app and twitter pages

• https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/webinars-parents-and-carers

https://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/webinars-parents-and-carers


Support Staff

Jim Mallaghan – Kerse House

gw07mallaghanjames@glow.sch.uk

Linda Wright – Logan House

gw07wrightlinda5@glow.sch.uk

Anna Fletcher – Milton House

gw18fletcheranna@glow.sch.uk

David Robertson– Depute Head Teacher for S3

gw10robertsondavid8@glow.sch.uk
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The Option Form



Making option choices

• Option forms were issued on Monday 28th, along with the 
course choice booklet

• Pupils should follow the instructions on the form to make 
their option choices

• Bring the completed form to the meeting with their Pupil 
Support Teacher who will confirm their choices

• Option forms must be handed in by Friday 9th December



Timeline

Wed. 16 Nov.

S3 Reports issued

Wed. 23 Nov.

S4 Course Choice 
Assembly

Mon. 28 Nov.

Options forms and 
booklets issued

Thu. 1 Dec.

S4 Course Choice 
Information Evening

Fri. 9 Dec.

Option forms returned



Questions?


